WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCING ACT (S. 1005) SUPPORT TEMPLATE LETTER
(please delete header above)
(Date)
Senator (Name)
(Address)
Washington, D.C. (Zip Code)
Dear Senator (Name):

I am writing you today to strongly encourage you to please support prompt consideration and passage of the Water Infrastructure Financing Act (S. 1005).  This vital piece of legislation would authorize monies to improve our drinking water, wastewater treatment facilities, and other necessary water infrastructure.  
According to the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), our nation’s drinking water and wastewater investment needs are extensive and well-documented.  Several studies by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Government Accountability Office and other entities have identified a water infrastructure funding gap of $300-$500 billion.  ASCE's 2009 Report Card for America's Infrastructure gave both drinking water and wastewater facilities a grade of D-, citing this funding gap as a significant roadblock to improving the conditions of aging infrastructure and surface waters in the U.S.

In addition, this spending would provide a significant boost in construction jobs in this time of economic distress.  Leading economists have estimated that between 20,003 and 26,669 construction, engineering and manufacturing jobs are created for every billion dollars of federal investment in water infrastructure.  A federal investment of $20 B in ready-to-go water infrastructure projects would create over 400,000 jobs in 2010.   

The U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee on May 14, 2009 passed the Water Infrastructure Financing Act that would authorize:

· $20 billion over five years for wastewater infrastructure through the Clean Water Act State Revolving Loan Fund (SRF);
· $15 billion over five years for drinking-water infrastructure under the Safe Drinking Water Act SRF; and 
· $1.5 billion over five year for grants to address combined and sanitary sewer overflows.

INSERT HERE  (Please cite specific examples of how this legislation can help improve conditions in your community or state.  Personal stories make the most compelling arguments and help lend authenticity to your request for support.)
Thank you for your time and support of S. 1005!

Sincerely, 

Mayor (Name)
Cc:  (Senator’s Local/Regional Office address)
