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Federal Bill Could Help with Rising Water and Sewer Rates

Citizens Urged to Express Support
(insert City, State).  A bill pending in the U.S. Senate could help local communities pay for improvements to their water and sanitary infrastructure.  (Mayor name) is urging citizens in (community name) to contact their Senators to express support for the Water Infrastructure Financing Act (S. 1005) that  would authorize $39 billion in federal spending to upgrade public drinking water and wastewater treatment facilities across the country.  These federal grants would greatly assist communities by helping to off-set their cost burden towards meeting EPA water and wastewater mandates.  When communities have to bear the cost of implementing these mandates, the costs are passed on to their local ratepayers.

The U.S. House of Representatives has already passed its version of S. 1005 (H.R. 1262).  Senate bill, S. 1005, was placed last month on the U.S. Senate’s calendar for consideration, meaning the Senate leadership can call for a vote on the bill at any time.  However, with the Senate scheduled to adjourn in early October for the November elections, time is running out for a vote on the bill.  At this time no Senators from the Great Lakes region including Senator(s) (insert your Senator(s) name(s) here) are listed as co-sponsors of the bill.

According to the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), our nation’s drinking water and wastewater investment needs are extensive and well-documented.  Several studies by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Government Accountability Office and other entities have identified a water infrastructure funding gap of $300-$500 billion.  ASCE's 2009 Report Card for America's Infrastructure gave both drinking water and wastewater facilities a grade of D-, citing this funding gap as a significant roadblock to improving the conditions of aging infrastructure and surface waters in the U.S.

In addition, this spending would provide a significant boost in jobs in this time of economic distress.  According to the Clean Water Council’s “Sudden Impact” report, leading economists have estimated that between 20,003 and 26,669 construction, engineering and manufacturing jobs are created for every billion dollars of federal investment in water infrastructure.  A federal investment of $20 billion in ready-to-go water infrastructure projects would create over 400,000 jobs in 2010.   
(insert specific information on your community’s costs and fees)
For additional information, please contact (insert name, phone #, e-mail address).
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