LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Citizens need to contact their U.S. Senators NOW about Rising Water and Sewer Rates

To the Editor:

Citizens in (community name) and in surrounding communities are facing increasing increases in their utility bills as our villages, cities and towns struggle to pay for mandated improvements in our water and sewer systems.  But a bill currently pending in the U.S. Senate could provide some relief.   This legislation would authorize $39 billion in federal spending to upgrade drinking water and wastewater treatment facilities across the country and includes $1.8 billion in grants to address combined and sanitary sewer overflows (CSOs and SSOs). I strongly encourage our local citizens to please contact your Senators immediately in Washington, D.C. and ask them to support prompt consideration and passage of the Water Infrastructure Financing Act (S. 1005)!
These federal grants would greatly assist our communities by helping to off-set our cost burden towards meeting EPA water and wastewater mandates.  Our citizens cannot afford to continually have their water and sewer rates increased.  Clean drinking water and sanitary waste services must be affordable for everyone.

The U.S. House of Representatives has already passed its version of S. 1005 (H.R. 1262), and the bill has been passed by a Senate committee, but awaits approval by the full Senate. Now is the time to act to let our Senators know we want them to approve this important legislation!
There are a lot of bills competing for attention and your Senators need to hear from you that this bill should take priority.  Please visit www.mrbplg.org
 for a sample letter.

When contacting your Senators please tell them your story about how water and sewer rate increases will affect you and your family.

(insert Senator(s) contact info)
Mayor (insert Name and community name)
---- End ---- 

