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Why Install These Practices? 

Low Impact Development (LID) practices are 
designed to emulate the natural landscape 
by integrating green space and landscaping  
to generate less runoff from developed 
areas.  Benefits of LID include:  

·  Flexibility to incorporate practices in the 
downtown, suburban, or rural setting. 

·  Flexibility to incorporate practices on 
individual lots, regardless of size. 

·  Enhanced infiltration, evaporation, and 
storage of precipitation. 

·  Reduction of increased runoff as a result 
of urbanization. 

·  Enhanced filtration of sediment and 
excess nutrients from the runoff. 

·  Reduction of fertilizer applications, 
mowing needs, and water consumption. 

 

The figure above highlights several of the 
practices mentioned and how they can be 
incorporated into a typical residential lot.   

 

Proper placement of these practices will 
ensure the effectiveness of  infiltration and 
reduction of pollutants. 

 

www.mrbplg.org 

The Maumee River Basin Partnership of Local 
Governments (MRBPLG) is a consortium of cities, 
towns, villages, townships, counties, watershed 
management groups, and the regional community, 
which was founded in March 2001 by the City of 
Fort Wayne, Indiana and the City of Toledo, Ohio.  
This partnership stretches across 3 state boundaries 
and focuses on a watershed-based approach to 
water quality management in the Maumee River 
Basin. 

The Maumee River Basin is home to over 1.7 million 
people and encompasses more than 4.2 million 
acres of land.  The Maumee River itself is the 
largest tributary to all of the Great Lakes.  All 
pollutants introduced to waterways in the Maumee 
River Basin directly impact Lake Erie. 

You can make a difference! 

For information on local ordinances and 
regulations, please contact your local Planning 
Department. 



Rain gardens are a water quality practice 
utilizing plants and soils to remove pollutants 
from runoff.  These areas are usually 
composed of three zones based on wetness.    

·  Plants that can tolerate standing water for 
approximately 48 hours.   

·  Plants that can tolerate fluctuating water 
levels.   

·  Plants that prefer drier soil conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rain gardens are primarily planted with native, 
low-maintenance plants.  The gardens are 
designed to create a water depth of 6 inches or 
less that will dissipate in 1-2 days.  These 
areas can also be designed and planted to 
attract birds, butterflies, and other wildlife. 
�

Rain Barrels 
Rain barrels and cisterns collect and store 
rooftop runoff until it is needed during dry 
periods.  The water collected is typically 
utilized for watering of both outdoor and indoor 
plants.  This water would otherwise travel 
through downspouts and over impervious 
surfaces such as driveways and streets while 
collecting pollutants.  

Rain Gardens Things to keep in mind:  
·  A fine screen at the top of the barrel should be 

installed to deter mosquitoes from breeding in 
your rain barrel and to prevent the buildup of 
leaves, bird droppings, or other natural 
materials.   

·  The barrel itself must 
be placed on level and 
stable ground and must 
be able to withstand 
the pressure of the 
water ;  food-grade 
containers are typically 
used for rain barrels.   

·  It is also recommended 
that rain barrels are emptied prior to freezing 
as this may weaken or crack the barrel. 

 

Porous Pavement 
Porous pavement appears the same as traditional 
concrete but it is manufactured without the fine 
materials which allows water to travel through the 
surface.  This type of pavement is typically 
designed with a stone reservoir underneath, 
temporarily storing the runoff before it infiltrates 
into the soil.  This provides some water quality 
treatment such as removal of sediments, 
nutrients, and dissolved metals.  Porous 
pavements also allow for groundwater supplies to 
be recharged.   
 

·  Porous pavements are best 
utilized in areas of low 
traffic such as driveways or 
overflow parking areas. 

·  Porous pavements are also 
useful and can be used in 
sidewalks, patios, and 
driveways. 

Lawn Maintenance  
Residential lawns play an important role in the 
reduction of sediment and pollutant delivery to 
nearby streams and lakes.  Residential lawns are 
a permeable surface into which precipitation can 
infiltrate through the soil which serves as a filter 
for bacteria, excess phosphorus, and sediment. 
 

Homeowners can do many things that will help 
reduce pollutant loading.   

·  Use a mulching mower and mow no shorter 
than 3 inches.   

·  Have a soil test completed prior to application 
of fertilizers. 

·  Apply only phosphorus free fertilizers 
according to the directions on the package. 

·  Clean up any spilled fertilizer.   

·  Clean up after your pets to prevent bacteria 
and other pollutants from running off your 
lawn and entering waterways. 

 

No Mow Zones 
C r e a t e  a 
natural area 
along a stream 
or drainage 
ditch by simply 
letting it grow.  
M a n y  t u r f 
grasses will 
produce seed, 
continuing the strong stand necessary for 
trapping sediments and removing excess 
nutrients such as phosphorus and nitrogen from 
lawn runoff.  Excess nutrients in streams can lead 
to increased algae growth, poor habitat for 
aquatic animals, and in extreme cases, a fish kill. 


